



is produced by ARA (Toronto). 

We’ve been lousy about keeping up with 
subscriptions but you can stay in touch with 
us by mail, phone, or email. We’il also send 
out bulk packages if you want to distribute 
them yourself! 

P.O. Box 291, Station B 
Toronto, ON M5T 2T2 
ara@web.net 
http://www.web.net/~ara 
416.631.8835 


TORONTO'S ANTI-RACIST ACTION 

came together in September 1992, at a time when white supremacist 
groups were making a bid for mainstream credibility and recruiting 
white youth as shock troops for their genocidal plans. Since then we 
have been working in schools, in our neighborhoods, and on the 
streets to show the strength of our opposition to white supremacy and 
fascism, as well as our commitment to a multi-racial, multi-cultural, 
sexually diverse, liberated and fun society. 


GET IN TOUCH 

www.antiracistaction.ca 


CANADIAN CHAPTERS 

ARA Calgary 

aracalgary@hotmail.com 

antiracistaction.ca/calgary 

ARA Fredericton (NB) 
ftonara@hotmail.com 

ARA Kitchener- Waterloo 

arakitchener@hotmail.com 

PO Box 40006 75 King St. 

Waterloo, Ont. N2J 4V1 

519-585-9004 

/www.geocities.com/ 

CapitolHill/Lobby/9457/ 


ARA McGill University 
ara_mcgill@hotmail.com 
Box B-09 

William Shatner Bldg., 

3480 Mactavish 
Montreal, Quebec 
H3A1X9 
(514) 573-7867 

AAR/ARA Montreal 
aramontreal@hotmail.com 
414 Mont Royal Est, #8 
Montreal, Quebec 
H2J 1W1 
(514) 573-7867 
antiracistaction.ca/montreal 

SHARP Montreal 
sharpmtl@hotrriail.com 
PO Box 491 
Montreal, Quebec 
H2L4KA 
(514) 851-1205 


USA CONTACTS 

People Against Racist Terror 
P.O. Box 1055 
Culver City, CA 90232 
part2001@usa.net 
antiracist.org 

ARA Chicago 

1573 N Milwaukee #420 

Chicago IL 60622 

312-409-1432 

ara@wwa.com 

ARA Columbus 
P.O. Box 10797 
Columbus, OH 43201 
618-228-6824 
aracolumbus@hotmail.com 


SMASH FASCISM 


We will expose, oppose and confront organized racism and the far-right agenda 
through education, mass action and support of broader anti-racist struggles. 
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Racist Paul Fromm & Heritage Front 
get rough welcome in Halifax 


anti-fascist 
scene reports 


July 13, 2002, Halifax - Our planned opposi¬ 
tion to the Heritage Front and Canada First 
Immigration Reform Committee has been a 
complete success! Starting early today we 
went throughout the north end of Halifax fly- 
ering the community with information on the 
HF meeting, which was hosting speaker Paul 
Fromm, with additional guests Marc Lemire 
(webmaster of the 'Freedomsite') and Malcolm 
Ross (former school teacher, now a Holocaust 
denier). The community was extremely recep¬ 
tive, and we all met at a local library at 
1:00pm to get ready to march to the nazi 
meeting happening only minutes away. 

As we marched through Halifax, we had 
a number of people join us, with numbers 
eventually reaching 50. We crossed the 
commons area in downtown, and approached 
the Holiday Inn Select, the location of the 
meeting. As we neared, our chants became 
louder, and our presence more confident. We 
stormed into the hotel, took a sharp left turn, 
and entered into the conference room. Paul 
Fromm quickly rushed to the door, trying to 
hold it shut. A number of us grabbed it and 
pulled it back, meeting little resistance. A 
startled Paul, a scrawny little white power brat 
Dan from Florida who recently moved to 
Halifax, and other white supremacist scum 
met us with looks of shock. We chanted at 
them for several minutes and then proceeded 
with the dialogue.. 


US - "Is this a public meeting?" 

FROMM = "Urn., it costs $5." 

US = "Urn., no." 

Then we entered into the room, past Paul, and 
straight to the literature tables, where dozens 
of anti-fascists tore apart racist books, threw 
tables of literature onto the floor, and took all 
the photocopied garbage put out by CFIRC. 
Paul Fromm ran frantically around the room, 
seemingly unable to make words leave his 
mouth. Soon the room took on a rather foul 
and unpleasant odour. At first we thought that 
Marc Lemire had arrived, but it soon became 
apparent that someone took it upon themselves 
to release stink bombs throughout the confer¬ 
ence room. Cameras were a' snappin', and an 
RCMP officer came a' runnin', so we decided 
it was time to book. Taking lots of CFIRC lit¬ 
erature with us, and leaving the room in sham¬ 
bles, we dodged the spit of the former 
Floridian as we slowly, and loudly, left the 
hotel, making our way outside. 

Once back outside, the show was far 
from over.. Paul Fromm ran outside to start 
photographing us, and to give us the finger. 
Then Malcolm Ross made his way out, 
standing in his place, refusing to accept any 
offers to brawl, despite the fact that this brave 
white warrior is supposedly thoroughly skilled 
in martial arts. Then the pudge king himself 
arrived. Marc Lemire was spotted pho¬ 
tographing anti-fascists from the right hand 


comer of the hotel entrance. When he was 
seen, antifas quickly began shouting him down 
in a massive storm of jeers. Like Ross, he 
refused the requests for him to come out to the 
street and prove his nordic strength. This con¬ 
tinued on for awhile, until Dan came outside 
to show us the swastika tattoo on his chest. 

He had his photograph taken a number of 
times, like his racist friends did, and this 
ended the majority of confrontations. 

The cops began arriving, one after 
another, until about 8 of them were patrolling 
the front of the hotel. They argued with 
antifas, and accused one of the few people of 
colour with us of vandalizing the hotel. They 
of course could prove nothing, and the entire 
claim was empty to begin with. During these 


talks, other ECARA members and supporters 
talked to cars pulling into the hotel, and con¬ 
vinced many people to leave and book a room 
at a different location in the city. Someone 
eventually made it back inside, and told a 
Mi'kmaq conference happening that there were 
nazis staying at the same hotel - all the atten¬ 
dees got up, cancelled their bookings, and left 
for another place to stay! The Holiday Inn 
lost a lot of money today, and had more than a 
little bad press exposing that they hosted a 
fascist and his likeminded friends. 

Everyone here at ECARA 

Halifax - Fredericton - Moncton - Saint John - 

Charlottetown 

www.antiracistaction.ca/eastcoast 


Smash Racism 2002 

East Coast Anti-Racists Converge in Moncton 




Our Smash Racism 2002 cel¬ 
ebration, which took place 
between May 10th and 12th, 
was a complete success! 

After months of preparation, 
the doors of the convergence 
centre for that weekend 
finally opened at noon on the 
10th, and didn’t close until 
the evening of the 12th. Anti¬ 
fascist youth from all over 
the Atlantic provinces took 
part in a 3-day event to cele¬ 
brate diversity and racial 
unity, and to send out a 
strong message to the nazi 


scum of Moncton, New Brunswick, that hatred 
and bigotry would not be tolerated on this side 
of the country, or anywhere else. 

A punk and hip-hop show kicked off 
everything on Friday night, and was followed 
by a spirited march through downtown 
Moncton which reclaimed the streets, and 
lasted well over an hour. 

Local fascists were confronted outside of 
their tattoo shop, called Artistic Impressions. 
They made a hasty retreat after being exposed 
and confronted by the gathered anti-racist 
crowd. After that we wound through the 
streets, through a mall, back on to Main Street, 
and then to the convergence centre for some 
informative teach ins on sexism, homophobia, 


and violence, as well as a great punk show, 
where bands gave talks on misogyny between 
songs. 

The next day went off without a hitch, 
with more teach ins during the day on topics 
such as globalization, colonialization, and 
racism, as well as presentations by members 
of the Africville community in Nova Scotia on 
environmental racism. Another concert took 
place in the evening, and everything wound 
down to a close with many youths saying that 
they walked away from the event with a new¬ 
found sense of unity and much more knowl¬ 
edge on how they can combat racism and 
xenophobia in their own respective communities. 


They will not pass: Shut down the neo-Nazi National Alliance 

in Washignton D.C. on August 24! 


On August 24th, the National Alliance is plan¬ 
ning "Rock Against Israel": a demonstration of 
white supremacist Hitler-fetishists protesting 
against the white supremacist U.S. govern¬ 
ment's support of white supremacist religious 
nuts in Israel. (Confused yet?) They plan to 
rally at the Capitol building from 11:00 am to 
1:00 pm, and then meet for dinner and a white 
power concert in the evening. 

The National Alliance, probably the most 
organized and sophisticated white-power 
group in North America today, is calling for 
what they claim will be "the largest gathering 
of v/hite nationalists at the U.S. Capitol in 
history". Obviously that's not true. Congress 
has a few more people in it than the National 
Alliance can pull out and they've been meeting 
there for more than a hundred years. But 
August 24th will probably see the largest gath¬ 
ering of organized, self-confessed white 
supremacists since the mass Klan marches of 
the twenties. While any time recently the nazis 


have tried to organize publically in angry 
working-class towns, they have been shut 
down and chased out, so far they've been 
given a free pass in DC. Over the past year 
they've held three rallies at the Israeli embassy 
and two at the German embassy. Their last 
rally had over 200 people with little to no 
organized opposition. This has to stop. 

August 24th will be a turning point. We 
are committed to planning a strong, militant, 
and well-coordinated response to the fools this 
time around. We're tired of seeing fascist 
movements keep growing because many dont 
take fascism and the possibility of its emer¬ 
gence seriously. Sure they're a long way from 
taking over the country, but three hundred 
boneheads coming out to demonstrations, 
building bombs, dreaming about gas chambers 
and ethnic cleansing, is three hundred too 
many. Different fascist groups are now strate¬ 
gically orienting their rhetoric towards some 
of the struggles the left and revolutionary 


forces have been organizing against for years, 
like fighting corporations and globalization, 
supporting Palestinian resistance, anticolo¬ 
nialism, and we're really bothered that they 
can get some credibility doing that because 
many of the people involved in those issues 
won't take a stand and shut them down. 

We will be organizing in several different 
contingents with various risk levels and levels 
of political and tactical unity. But the unifying 
thread is that we all recognize the need for a 
physical resistance to fascism. It should be 
clear to people that we're not going down there 
because we support Bush's government or the 
Israeli government or any government for that 
matter. We're organizing with one purpose: to 
drive the nazis off the streets and undermine 
their confidence and ability to organize, or 
even go out into public without getting a boot 
to the head. We call on all who agree with this 
purpose to endorse this call and begin plan¬ 
ning in their affinity groups for August 24th. 


What is the National Alliance? 

The NA was formed in the mid 70s by 
William Pierce, of the American Nazi 
Party. Pierce was a physicist and writer. 

His most famous book was “The Turner 
Diaries”, a blueprint for a white racist rev¬ 
olution in North America. The opening 
scenes describe a bombing which was 
copied almost exactly by Timothy 
McVeigh. 

For years the NA concentrated on 
recruiting educated, professional people, as 
well as cops. Their goal was to infiltrate 
the mainstream society. 

Since the early 1990s, they have been 
on a massive recruitment drive and have 
been much less selective, A few years ago, 
the NA bought Resistance Records, the 
nazi rock label started by Toronto’s own 
George Burdi. Now they claim to be 
making over $1 million a year through 
selling the pathetic bands. 

Pierce died quite suddenly in July 
2002. Erich Gliebe, the head of Resistance 
Records, took over as leader. Will his 
authority last or will the NA collapse into 
a heap of infighting and squabbling? 

Stay tuned! 
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anti-fascist 
scene reports 


Confronting Toronto’s 
“Blood & Honor” 


On June 8th, 2002, neo-nazi youth orga¬ 
nized a racist rock concert in Scarborough. 
This was the first neo-nazi concert that has 
been held in Toronto in almost a decade. Anti- 
Racist Action was there to expose, oppose and 
confront it. 

Scheduled to play the show were Blue 
Eyed Devils (New Jersey); Angry Aryans 
(Detroit), Vinland warriors (Montreal), 
Stonehammer (Woodstock), Kremator 
(Toronto), and Subsidium (Toronto). 

“Angry Aryans” are recorded and distrib¬ 
uted by Resistance Records, a neo-nazi record 
label. This label was founded by Toronto's 
George Burdi, but has since been bought by 
the National Alliance, the international nazi 
organization based in West Virginia. 

“Vinland Warriors” have released albums 
on a number of nazi music labels including 
Panzerfaust, Thule, and Streetfighting. 
“Vinland Warriors” are linked to the Montreal 
area “Vinland Hammerskins, a white power 
gang who have a long history of violence. In 
1998 eight neo-nazis belonging to the 
“Vinland Hammerskins” were arrested on 240 
separate charges stemming from a series of 
attacks on unsuspecting bar patrons from 
March to June 1998. Typically, the attacks 
would follow a set pattern of up to 15 racist 
boneheads attacking people by surprise; 
coming up to them from behind, rushing into 
bars and attacking anyone within reach before 
rushing out again, following people leaving 
bars or concerts, etc. Often the attackers used 
pepper spray, baseball bats, crowbars and 
batons. Police estimated that 30 people were 
injured as a result of the four attacks they 
investigated. When police made the arrests, 
they also uncovered caches of knives, switch¬ 
blades, mace, pepper spray, assault rifles, tele¬ 
scopic sights, silencers, two kilograms of 
marijuana and a host of racist propaganda. 

“Vinland Warriors” are also the contact 
for Blood and Honor Canada, an international 
neo-nazi music network with ties to the violent 
neo-nazi organization Combat 18 (18 being 



the numeric code for AH or Adolph Hitler - 
get it?). In February 1998, the “Vinland 
Hammerskins” attempted to organize a neo- 
nazi concert. However, Anti-Racist Action 
Montreal found out about it and shut it down 
by occupying the meeting point and chasing 
the arriving nazis out of the neighborhood. 
Nazis have grown tired of anti-racists shutting 
down their shows, they no longer advertise the 
venues in advance, opting instead to have con- 
certgoers meet them in public places to receive 
directions. 

“Stonehammer" is also involved in Blood 
and Honor, and is led by Dave Griffin, for¬ 
merly of another white power band "Aryan". 
Dave Griffin runs the "Hate Shack" in rural 
Woodstock Ontario. The "hate shack" has pro¬ 
vided a venue for neo-nazi rock concerts and 
parties in Southern Ontario on a regular basis. 

Racist rock concerts are a key tool for a 
number of important functions for the modem 
fascist movement. They provide a space for 
hardcore neo-nazis to socialize and organize 
with a larger number of sympathetic white 
youth looking for a crew to hang out with, 
they provide a venue for the performance and 
selling of racist music which is both a multi¬ 
million dollar industry and a very effective 
form of propaganda that provides a high- 
energy emotional response to complement the 



ARA "picketers” waved legit hotel patrons through but hassled sketchy cars . 


racist ideology that accompanies it. That emo¬ 
tional response can translate into racist vio¬ 
lence in our communities. After leaving a 
1993 "Aryan" concert in Toronto, three neo- 
nazis beat Sivarajah Vinasithamby, a Tamil 
refugee and restaurant worker, who was taking 
out the garbage when attacked, into a coma 
and long-term paralysis. 

As youth, ARA recognizes the impor¬ 
tance that social and music scenes have to 
young people and their ability to shape ideas 
and action in political directions. It’s for this 
very reason that ARA places a high priority on 
a pro-active strategy of creating an anti-racist 
youth culture by hosting anti-racist music 
nights, concerts and parties under the Rock 
Against Racism banner. However, when Nazis 
are putting on racist rock concerts we don’t 
stand idly by and let them organize. We go to 
shut them down! 

As soon as we learned of the plans for a 
nazi concert we swung into action to wreck it. 
We hit the streets, and our favorite hangouts, 
pasting posters and leafleting people about the 
upcoming racist show and our plans to stop it. 
We got a great response and soon the city was 
covered with posters blaring “Neo-Nazi 
Concert! ?#$%@!, Shut them down!”, with 
directions to meet at Cawthra Square Park 
near the 519 community center on the Church 
St. strip. 

At the rally a number of ARAers and 
community activists spoke about the impor¬ 
tance of fighting against the organized racism 
of both the fascists and the racist shit system 
we live under every day. Hundreds of people 
showed up to support a nazi-free Toronto and 
we got lots of shouts of “right on!” and high 
fives from people passing by. 

Soon we announced that the time for talk 
was over and the time for action was at hand. 
200 people piled into rented school buses and 
other vehicles and we rode out to the Quality 
Inn at Warden and the 401. This was the sup¬ 
posedly “secret” re-direction point, where the 
Nazis would got to find our where the concert 


way. Oour tactic was to separate the concert 
organizers from the nazi show goers looking 
for directions. 


As we rolled up to the Quality Inn we 
saw, very briefly, two boneheads at the comer. 
However, upon seeing busloads of anti-racists 
approach they quickly fled. We set up picket 
lines across the entrances to the Quality Inn 
parking lot in order to turn back any Nazis 
who arrived for directions. Our scouts reported 
a pattern of nazi packed vehicles that 
approached the re-direction location. Many 
slowed down on Warden, saw us, and then 
with fear in their eyes sped up again and kept 
driving. In the few hours we held the line we 
messed with several cars and kept many bone¬ 
heads from getting directions to the concert. 

In the end the concert did take place at a 
warehouse on Comstock Road, near Warden 
and St. Clair. Not all the bands showed up 
and their numbers were no doubt thinner than 
they had anticipated. We are proud of what we 
did accomplish that day on so little notice. But 
at the same time, it’s a warning sign to all of 
us - nazis are reorganizing and have to be 


ready to confront them strongly and decisively. 




Rock Against Racism 


Mark your calendars now cause 


Toronto’s next Ska Ska Oi! will 
be on Friday January 10,2003 at 


the Rig Ron [Queen & Bathurst!. 


Everyone knows that ARA shows are THA 
BOMB and the Ska Ska Oi! show of January 
2002 was no exception. The Nightshift started 
the evening off right, and it was a privilege to 
welcome Murder Squad after they’ve played 
ARA benefits all over New York State. The 
Class Assassins (right) were show stoppers 
and we’d hardly started the night! Montreal’s 


General Rudie (above) was especially hyped 
about launching their CD in Toronto, the 
Arsenals kicked ass as usual. Upstairs, the Ska 
Punk Co-op kept up a steady flow. Special 
thanx to the Toronto Newsgirls Boxing Club 
for their mid-show performance - and we’re 
real glad to have you on our side! 


This will be a special three-floor 
extravaganza to celebrate the 
10th birthday of ARA in Toronto. 
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“Anti-Globalism Action Network” 
a front for fascists 


The Anti-Globalism Action Network, a front 
for the fascist National Alliance, appeared in 
Calgary for the protests against the G8. 

AGAN first put out a press release pre¬ 
dicting “escalating violence” at the Calgary 
protests. AGAN also claimed that the anti¬ 
globalization movement was expanding to 
welcome rightwingers as well as leftwingers. 
They hinted that they would be making a spec- 
tactular intervention in the demonstrations. 

Well, their promises were empty, 
although they did show up at the big “anti-G8” 
conference. None of the professional activists 
seemed to notice. Among the more radical 
street activists, though, people were prepared 
to confront them if they came out openly. No 
such luck - AGAN kept their leaflets to them¬ 
selves when they came to the demonstrations. 
But they seem to have been mingling in the 


crowd, because their reports from the street are 
pretty accurate. 

AGAN’s press releases predicting “esca¬ 
lating violence” at the protests brought them 
predictable media attention; they were quoted 
in a Calgary newspaper. They must have been 
happy with these results because AGAN has 
gone on to publically support the call to halt 
sanctions and more war against Iraq. 

“Anthony Phillips” and “Graham Peters” 
are two names they’ve been using in Calgary. 
They have also set up a website with almost 
the same URL as the real “www.g8activist.ca” 
site, which publicized the anti-G8 protests in 
Calgary. They are using it to try to create con¬ 
fusion among anti-globalization and anti-war 
organizers. Don’t be confused! AGAN is a 
fascist front. 


anti-fascist 
scene reports 


Wll3t IS tll6 G8. The G8 - the “Group of 8” - refers to the eight richest most pow¬ 
erful industrialized countries (the U.S., England, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Canada, and 
most recently Russia.) Through the military power of the United States, and through their 
economic power and control over huge financial institutions like the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund, they tell the world what to do. And considering that the world 
is in pretty bad shape, they are obviously doing something very wrong. 

Last year (2001), the G8 met in Italy and there were massive protests - 300,000 people!. 
One protester was shot dead by police. Cops have come forward and admitted that they 
planted molotov cocktails in one school where lots of protesters were sleeping - to justify a 
brutal raid. Protesters in Genoa also reported seeing large groups of fascists who often con¬ 
sulted with police before wading into crowds and starting confrontations with other pro¬ 
testers, or with police. Again, to justify more repression from the cops. 

This year, the G8 met in Kananaskis, outside of Calgary, in June, protected by hundreds 
of millions of dollars worth of cops and hardware. They didn’t need to be worried. Calgary is 
really conservative and really isolated, hours and hours from other cities. 


white supremacy offensive 


a cross-Canada review 


Since the reorganization of the white suprema¬ 
cist Heritage Front, several months ago, the 
HF has been consolidating its membership and 
renewing activities. At the beginning of April, 
a new Heritage Front website went online 
listing its member chapters, and its “organiza¬ 
tions and contacts” across the country. 

In BC, there is currently no active HF 
chapter, but listed contacts include Doug 
Christie’s Western Canada Concept political 
party; Christie’s Canadian Free Speech 
League, notorious for presenting awards to a 
wide variety of antisemites, racists, and fascist 
sympathizers; the neo-Nazi National Alliance; 
Sigrdrifa Canada, the Dynasophy League; and 
the Preferred Network. 

In Alberta, the HF chapter is located in 
Redwater, near Edmonton, and contacts 
include the western division of the Canadian 
Ethnic Cleansing Team; the Euro-Canadian 
News Service; and National Alliance 
(Edmonton). 

There are no HF chapters currently in 
Saskatchewan or Manitoba. A listed contact 
organization in Winnipeg is Sigrdrifa ABC 
(Aryan Beginnings for Children). 

In Ontario, the Heritage Front boasts 
chapters in Toronto, Hamilton, Kitchener- 
Waterloo, Kingston, and Niagara Falls. 
Contacts include, not surprisingly, all three of 
Paul Fromm’s organizations - Canadian 
Association for Free Expression (CAFE), 
Citizens for Foreign Aid Reform (C/FAR), and 
the Canada First Immigration Reform 
Committee (CFIRC); and Canadian Patriots 
Network; the Canadian Heritage Alliance 


[from Kitchener-Waterloo], the Canadian 
Ethnic Cleansing Team [Toronto]; Tri-City 
Skins [Kitchener-Waterloo]; National Alliance, 
and the ultra-violent World Church of the 
Creator (WCOTC). 

In Quebec, HF has a chapter in Montreal, 
and WCOTC (Montreal) is the listed contact. 

In the Maritimes, HF has a chapter in 
Nova Scotia, and an e-mail address in Prince 
Edward Island. National Alliance (Halifax) is 
listed as a contact in Nova Scotia, and 
Malcolm Ross’ Stronghold Publications as a 
New Brunswick contact. 

This network of eight Heritage Front 
chapters and two dozen affiliated “organiza¬ 
tions and contacts” constitutes an alignment of 
some real strength and diversity. Several of 
these organizations - National Alliance, 
WCOTC, Sigrdrifa, Tri-City Skins - are 
clearly neo-Nazi in their orientation. Many of 
the groups have their strongest appeal among 
youth, notably WCOTC, CECT, Tri-City 
Skins, and Heritage Front itself. Others are 
oriented toward an older age group, particu¬ 
larly CAFE, C/FAR, CFIRC, Stronghold, 
CFSL, and WCC. Several of the organizations 
specialize in propaganda and disinformation, 
while others are more prone to violence. 

There are no real surprises in this new HF 
network; many of the member organizations 
have worked closely together in the past. The 
exceptions are, perhaps, the Preferred Network 
(PN), and the Dynasophy League. PN, which 
has hosted neo-Nazi propagandist Eustace 
Mullins at its conferences, has sold a long list 
of racist and fascist publications, and has 


become increasingly articulated with extremist 
tax resistance groups, has always maintained 
that it is unconnected to the extreme right. The 
appearance, then, of PN among the “organiza¬ 
tions and contacts” listed by HF raises 
inevitable questions. Has PN oriented itself 
towards white supremacy and neo-fascist poli¬ 
tics? Or, is it simply that HF perceives in PN 
an organization whose activities articulate well 
with its own? 

The Dynasophy League, a new organiza¬ 
tion based in Vancouver, aims its propaganda 
at a well-educated, highly literate readership. 
But its message, delivered through several 
hundred dense pages of turgid rhetoric, boils 
down to a pseudoscientific promotion of dis¬ 
guised Nazi ideology. Somewhat similar to 
fascist professors Phillipe Rushton and the late 
Raymond Cattell, the League falsely claims 
that there is a genetically-based “instinct” for 
racism, that racism is “natural” and “benefi¬ 
cial”. These fraudulent biological and racial 
claims are couched in a quasi-religious veneer 
similar to the “cosmotheist” religion propa¬ 
gated by the National Alliance. Inevitably, 
given its neo-Nazi ideology, the League calls 
for a racially-pure white nation to be ruled by 
a supreme Imperative Council composed of 
the genetic elite. 

The new racist offensive is not limited to 
the development of this network, recently, for 
example, Nazi swastikas and an Aryan Nations 
swastika-cross appeared on a major downtown 
building in Vernon, BC. Two weeks later, in 
mid-April, BC White Pride, another new racist 
organization, leafletted both Vernon and 


Kelowna. Propaganda materials included 
images and text from the Nazi groups National 
Alliance and 14 Words, as well as anti-aborig¬ 
inal material supporting the BC Liberal gov¬ 
ernment’s racist First Nations Treaty 
Referendum. Evidence indicates that BC 
White Pride is based in the Okanagan valley. 

After some years of relative stagnation, 
the far-right is once again on the move. The 
National Alliance, now with a new and 
younger membership in most regions, has 
established an especially active presence in 
Alberta. The Heritage Front has renewed itself 
especially in Ontario and Nova Scotia. 
Individuals associated with C LCXan d th^Yi- 
City Skins have demonstrated an increasing 
propensity for violence. Right-wing and anti- 
semitic tax resistance organizations are 
growing in size and strength. Perhaps most 
alarmingly, an ideological convergence has 
appeared between racist anti-immigration 
organizations, such as those of Paul Fromm, 
and the post-September 11th immigration poli¬ 
cies of the Canadian state. 

In the political context of an increasingly 
fascist tendency within the US government, a 
rapid growth of capitalist globalization, and a 
Canadian state all-too-willing to abandon its 
sovereignty to US global interests, the threat 
of a new rise in organized racism can too 
easily be overlooked. But experience has 
repeatedly demonstrated a simple truth: when 
organized racism is ignored it expands; when 
actively confronted it can be defeated. 
by David Lethbridge 

This article was published in the People’s 
Voice (newspaper of the Communist Party of 
Canada), May 1-15 2002. Archives from 1999 
and 2000, including many of David 
Lethbridge’s articles, can be found at 
http://www. communist-party, ca/english/pv/ 
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TORONTO 

The trial of three boneheads charged with a 
totally unprovoked attack on a Black man on a 
Roncesvalles bus back in April 2000 finally 
wrapped up, with three GUILTY sentences and 
jail terms. 

Convicted of two accounts of assault, 
Justin Vrdoljak was hit hardest, receiving eight 
months in prison. We’re sure that the “anger 
management classes” he’s been ordered to 
attend will also have a big impact (?). The 
second sentenced to prison was Alexan 
Kulbashian. Infamous for his work in main¬ 
taining various racist websites, such as the site 
for the Canadian Ethnic Cleansing Team, this 
violent rotter got five months. 



Alexan Kulbashian 



The third culprit, Adam Kujtkovski, 
pulled off a conversion worthy of the Biblical 
Saul, brought in his Black friend to testify for 
him, and escaped with five months house 
arrest, with a curfew of 8pm to 6am. Having 
renounced his Nazi ways, let’s sincerely hope 
we never seem him again in Nazi swag. 

Another bonehead, Clayton Scott, was 
also at the scene the night of the attack (4 on 
1? these Nordic warriors sure know how to 
pick their battles). He escaped through the 
age-old route of ratting out his buddies. 

In his ruling, Justice David A. Fairgrieve 
stated rightly that the group created a scene 
“reminiscent of Munich in the 1930s”. He 
further commented that “the maximum penalty 
available is perhaps less than one might have 
expected for a case of this kind.” This is 
owing to the Crown pursuing a summary 
charge on each assault, which limits sentences 
to six months in prison. 

The boneheads are appealing. 


I0NBBN 

Alex Kulbashian (AKA Alex Krause, Alex 
Cross, Totenkopf, Rahowa, Dr. Malichai, and 
“Cryptic”) has a lot to worry about these days. 
He’s also charged in London with promoting 
hatred against Arabs and Jews through his 
neo-nazi websites. You can cry with him over 
beers at the Black Sheep at Yonge and Finch. 

BACKTUTURUNTU 

Way back in the summer of 1997, a bunch of 


snotty boneheads rallied outside a hotel where 
refugees from the Czech Republic were 
staying. They were Roma people, often called 
“gypsies”, a term they consider very insulting. 
They had come to Canada to get away from 
racist persecution and neo-nazi violence. 

The boneheads’s signs read: “Honk if you hate 
gypsies”, and “Canada is not a trash can.” 
Could there be a more pathetic and sadistic 
political statement for a bunch of mostly 
wealthy teeanged white guys to make? 

They were charged with promoting hatred 
against an identifiable group - Roma people. 
But they got off - because the judgte said that 
there was no evidence that Roma people were 
included in the nasty word “gypsy” and there¬ 
fore there was no evidence that anyone really 
had been targeted. 

You would think this ridiculous argument 
would last about 15 seconds on appeal. But no 
- the appeal was rejected. More evidence of 
ARA’s long-standing position that we can’t 
rely on the cops or the courts. 

MONIRIU 

Angrignon Park, Montreal was the scene of a 
racist attack on Saturday August 3, 2002. 

Somen Chowdhury went to the park with 
his wife for a picnic Saturday afternoon, and 
was attacked in the parking lot by four young 
men and women who shouted obscenities and 
racial slurs at the couple. 

Chowdhury said they threw beer on him 
and punched him. When he fell, they kicked 
him in the head. 

The four attackers, described as "in their 
20s, dressed like punks", fled in a white car. 

Local police say that they will take it 
seriously as a hate crime. However, police 
presence did not deter Saturday's attack, which 
apparently took place minutes after a patrol 
car left the area, and the Chowdhurys them¬ 
selves flagged down a police van right after. 

Anti-racist community activists planned a 
picnic in the park soon after. 


HHDIRICTBN.NIW 

BRUNSWICK 


Anti-racists on the east coast were alarmed 
recently when the words “n- move out” were 
painted on the front windows of a black 
woman’s house in Fredericton. Following the 


incident, police were reluctant to declare the 
vandalism a “hate crime”. Said Johnny 
Copper, “we want to examine it and get all the 
information we can before we make an 
informed decison...” Mayor Les Hull was also 
reluctant to take a stand, concerned with 
offending tourists. Fortunately the broader 
community did not hesitate to mobilize against 
this clear racist attack. 

“Don’t close your eyes to racism! Racism 
doesn’t need a POLICE response, it needs a 
COMMUNITY response!” These were some 
of the messages chalked as part of a public 
gathering in front of City Hall. Young kids 
outnumbered adults at the event, but that 
didn’t stop the cops from confiscating the 
chalk and trying to intimidate the protesters. 


RUSSIA, HUY 

Paul Fromm, Toronto's own suit-n-tie nazi, 
(founder of the anti-immigrant Canadians for 
Foreign Aid Reform) has lately been exporting 
his bile. 

Claiming to oppose globalization and the 
impending war in Iraq, Fromm has addressed 
meetings in Moscow and Italy this past spring. 

April 20 (often a date used by nazis to 
commemorate Adolph Hitler's birthday) - a 
meeting in Moscow called the Third 
International Conference for the Lifting of the 
Political and Economic Blockade of Iraq was 
sponsored by the Russian Peace and Unity 
Party. 600 are claimed to have attended, from 
Russia, Canada, France, Romania, Germany, 
Belorussia and the Ukraine. Fromm's speech 
outlined opposing a US war in Iraq, claiming 
it's only the Israeli lobby that wants it. (Can't 
wait to see the nazis swaying from side to side 
with candles, singing Give Peace A Chance!) 

In May, something called the Association 
for Free Expression held a conference in 
Trieste, Italy. Fromm got to beat one of his 
favourite drums defending Canada's Keegstra 
and Britain's Irving, neo-nazis who claim that 
the Holocaust against the Jews in Europe 
didn't happen, but if it did, it was justified. 

Riding a wave of anti-immigrant senti¬ 
ment and refugee rights violations by the 
Canadian state, people like Fromm are getting 
a hearing, if not by average Canadians, by 
clever nazis looking to exploit the cause of 
Palestinian sovereignty. 






Witts *-****# 11 


THE 

BATTLE 

OFYORK 


INSIDEs 


<*««<*** 


Read This! and this! 

Insightful analysis for radical activists 


' jdumi Knew aoout y/ii 


ARA Research Bulletin: 

Anti-Fascist Research, Analysis and Debate 

details the extensive netowrk of the U.S. fascist right nad serves as a forum for anti-fascist 
resistance. Published by ARA Chicago. Cost $4 (U.S.) 

Order from P.O. Box 403 • 1658 N. Milwaukee • Chicago IL 60647. 

In the Winter-Spring 2002 issue: 

• National Alliance, intentions and organizing 

• Fascist infighting! 

• Jewish Defense League exposed 

• Revolutionary anti-fascism 


• White U.S. Feminists want Afgh 
Women to be passive 

• the Landless Movement in Brazi 

• The Purple Berets: Women 
defending female victims of sexua 
assault 

• In Defense of the Intifiada: A 
debate about the International 
Solidarity Movement 


In the Summer 2002 issue: 


Turning the Tide: 

Journal of Anti-Racist Action, Research and Education 


This is a grassrooots publication dedicated to building a movement capable of ending white 
supremacy, patriarchy, colonialism and capitalist exploitation. Edited by Michael Novick, 
published by ARA Los Angeles. One 
trial issue is free; subscriptions are $25 
outside the U.S. and $15 inside. 


Order from: 

P.O. Box 1055 
Culver City, CA 90232 
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Whitey’s War 

US foreign policy soaked in blood 


Back in October 2001, few people had the guts 
to speak out against U.S. foreign policy. Bush 
was declaring that “you’re either with us or 
against us.” That makes it dangerous to criti¬ 
cize the United States, especially if you are a 
well known person, especially if you’re a 
person of colour. 

Sunera Thobani was one person who had 
the courage to speak out. As the former head 
of the National Action Committee on the 
Status of Women, she is well known in 
Canada. When she spoke at a feminist gath¬ 
ering in Ottawa last fall, people listened. She 
said that US foreign policy is “soaked in 
blood” and described how Third World people 
are losing their lives, every day, because of 
decisions made in Washington D.C. 

While many were impressed by her 
courage and conviction, others were infuriated 
by her determination to speak the plain truth. 
She was denounced in the media and even 
investigated by the R.C.M.P. for, supposedly, 
committing a “hate crime”! 

In March she spoke in Toronto, 
describing the vicious reaction to her earlier 
speech and sounding the alarm against the 
growth and promotion of racism in main¬ 
stream society. 


"If I said in October that US foreign policy is 
soaked in blood it got much bloodier since 
then. If you look at the killing, the maiming, 
the displacement of the Afghan people you can 
see the costs that have been paid for this war 
against terrorism by people all across the 
world. If we look at Palestine - at the inva¬ 
sion, the occupation, the massacres in Jenin- 
nobody can doubt that US foreign policy is 
certainly soaked in blood, nor that the US state 
is the most powerful global force unleashing 
and supporting horrific levels of violence all 
over this planet. I stand by those words... 

"Before Bush became the president, he 
was treated as an idiot. Now, he’s suddenly 
become a statesman, and his ideas have been 
elevated to the Bush Doctrine - the idea that 
"we are good, they are evil..." "They" are 
defined as barbaric, as evil, as having a primal 
rage and hatred towards anything and every¬ 
thing Western. This doctrine, as absurd and 
stupid as it sounds to us, really needs to be 
taken seriously because major support is being 
mobilized in most of the Western world on this 
basis... People are rallying behind this idea. 
We have to fight against it... 

"To say that [racial profiling] is under¬ 
standable and legitimate as our political elites 
are saying, as our media elites are saying 
today, is giving up even the liberal pretense of 
equality of treatment. Racial profiling means 
that people of colour will be targeted, they will 


be treated differently, and they will be set 
apart from this nation that is building its 
national consensus for the war on terrorism.. 
We’re going back to the overt policies of 
"keep Canada white" that many of us are 
familiar with... 

"Who has been targeted for this racial 
profiling? If we look at all the incidents we 
have had in this country, who are the people 
who have been targeted? Black and brown 
people. Those are the ones who are being tar¬ 
geted as being Muslims or looking like 
Muslims... I will challenge any one of you to 
read a newspaper in this country, to watch the 
news on television, and not see the most atro¬ 
cious forms of racism being put out there. 
[Palestinian leader Yasser] Arafat was referred 
to a few days ago by a Globe and Mail edito¬ 
rial as a ‘snake’.. .This is the language that is 
being used. 

"When the war on terrorism started 
Afghan people were referred to as being like 
goats (because they run up those mountain 
ridges), as being like rabbits (because they 
scurry into caves and then have to be hunted 
and smoked out). Today it has become legiti¬ 
mate to use this kind of language. Nobody 
stands up and says this is racist... It dehuman¬ 
izes people of colour - it turns us into beasts! 
We are like goats! We are like rabbits to be 
hunted out! It makes acceptable and even 
understandable the slaughter of people who 


You can order these large colour posters through ARA. 
RO. Box 291, Station B Toronto M5T 2T2 ara@web.net 
$5 each. Make cheques to “Peace Propaganda” 

look like Muslims and who dare to fight back 
globally. And we have to stand up against this 
racism because [it] has been a major plank on 
which this war against terrorism is being 
mobilized [and] is winning support from large 
sections of the population... These are not just 
a few quacks in extreme right organizations. 
These are Globe and Mail editorialists. These 
are the National Post editorialists and colum¬ 
nists. And they feel that they can do that 
without having to pay a cost for doing that... 

"This is a very, very old war, and what 
we’re seeing is the resurrection of a racist 
West... of the worst forms of colonial lan¬ 
guages and constructs of people of colour, and 
in our opposition and in our fightback we have 
to make that central to our politics." 


walk against racism 

mmigrants targeted alter 911 


Over 100 people took part in some or all 
of the 100+ km walk against Racism, 
Repression and War from Hamilton to 
Scarborough July 20-26. Walkers ranged in 
age from three to 84, and included farmers, 
teachers, caregivers, retirees, artists, students, 
nurses, musicians, and people from a variety 
of faith backgrounds... 

...At a time when the idea of pilgrimage 
was in the press due to the World Youth Day 
activities in Toronto, it seemed most appro¬ 
priate to hit the road at the height of a hot 
summer to show solidarity with all those tar¬ 
geted by racism, repression and war and, 
especially, those individuals who have been 
victimized by the "security certificate" secret 
trials and their families. For many, it was an 
emotionally draining introduction to what is 
often swept under the mg in this land: the 
daily face of racism. For others, a reminder of 
the need to redouble our efforts. 

Among many demands, the walk tried to 
place a human face on this repression by 
calling for the release of Mahmoud Jaballah- 
already cleared by a Federal Court of Canada 
Judge but re-arrested by a vengeful CSIS and 
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certificate but not allowed to see the "evi¬ 
dence" against him. It also demanded an end 
to the extradition proceeding against Abdellah 
Ouzghar, who was tried, convicted and sen¬ 
tenced in absentia by a French court which 
knew his Hamilton address but neglected to 
inform him of the "judicial" proceedings until 
they were over. 

The walk was meant to also state that 
racism does not take a summer vacation, and 
so as we went through communities, we 
reminded folks that we have a responsibility, 
especially as those who might enjoy the privi¬ 
leges of white skin, to address and end the 
roots of racism in Canada, which is as 
Canadian as the Maple Leaf.... 

JULY 20 

Despite a heat alert, 45 people show up at the 
Hamilton-Wentworth Detention Centre to join 
the 20 km walk to Burlington. We flyer 
passersby, receive positive honks from drivers 
who recognize the meaning of our banners, 
and visit a local RCMP office, where we 
plaster a large poster to the door demanding 
that the Mounties investigate the REAL terror¬ 


ists, such as corporate polluters and weapons 
manufacturers... Once in Burlington, over a 
half dozen police squad cars pick up the walk 
and monitor it closely for the rest of our 
journey to the Halton Mosque, many of 
whose members greet us with cold drinks and 
welcome us inside for a talk about Islam and 
an invitation to observe afternoon prayers. 
Numerous folks from the mosque join us for 
dinner at Appleby United Church, a "subver¬ 
sive" idea that does not escape the attention of 
Burlington police, who surreptitiously post 
two squad cars in a park near the church's 
back entrance, where they remain on and off 
until after midnight. 

JULY 21 

Walk members are invited to address two 
United Churches. At East Plains, a walker 
explains the concept of the secret trials taking 
place in Canada and calls for the United 
Church members to show solidarity with 
Muslims being persecuted in this country... 

It is only when we stop at street comers 
to vigil for a time that we are greeted with 
slurs against Pakistanis, calls to keep Canada 
white, and the perpetually original "get a 
life" and "get a job."... 

JULY 22 

...We are yelled at by the manager of a 
McDonald's to get off his property. One of 
us is standing about 20 feet in front of the 
store entrance with a placard that says 
Racism is Terror: Stop Hate Crimes. "This 
is not the type of message we want associ¬ 
ated with McDonald's."...As we arrive at 
Square One mall, we meet a woman in a 
sari-racism is a very hot issue now, she 
says, and explains people make fun of her 
for wearing her traditional clothing. As the 


severe thunderstorms approach, we decide on 
a lunch break at the food court....We are 
accosted by security, who say 14 stores have 
called to complain about the anti-racism plac¬ 
ards. "We can't have this message at Square 
one," we are told... 

JULY 23 

After lunch, we walk on to Litton Industries, 
manufacturers of numerous U.S. military 
support systems (including the infamous guid¬ 
ance system of the cruise missive). It is as if no 
time has passed, and we are back in the 80s at 
the height of protests there; as a few of us go 
to the picnic area in front of Litton, we are 
immediately accosted by security and threat¬ 
ened with arrest if we do no leave immedi¬ 
ately. Queried as to why we would stop at 
Litton as part of an anti-racism walk, we 
explain that Litton's products usually kill 
people who do not enjoy white skin privilege. 
We finish up our day's walk at the Metro West 
Detention Centre, where we meet Mrs. 
Mahjoub.... She explains her husband has sud¬ 
denly (inexplicably?) become eligible for bail 
continued on page 8 
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immigration detention 


Brenda Lynn McDonald came to the Ontario 
Coalition Against Poverty last summer. She 
was preparing to file a humanitarian and com¬ 
passionate claim to stay in Canada as a perma¬ 
nent resident, not only for herself, but also for 
her daughter, Siobhan, 4, and her husband, 
Raisa, a citizen here. She filed a H & C appli¬ 
cation after her original application was turned 
down in ‘97. Her review had also failed, and 
McDonald was facing the prospect of deporta¬ 
tion, after living 7 years in Canada with her 
family. Those helping McDonald were trying 
to arrange for an appointment for her, to . 
discuss her situation with immigration offi¬ 
cials. Months after filing her claim and 
receiving no response from government, two 
immigration officers, acting on a paid hotline 
tip, arrived at McDonald’s home on a 
Wednesday morning, with a warrant for her 
arrest. 

McDonald and her daughter were taken 
directly to the Celebrity Budget Inn, a deten¬ 
tion centre where the federal government jails 
immigrants and refugees. There, McDonald 
was incarcerated for almost 10 days and nearly 
deported. 

Stephanie Gude from OCAP interviewed 
Brenda Lynn McDonald earlier this year. In 
the following excerpts, taken from this inter¬ 
view, McDonald describes her experiences 
with immigration authorities. 

McDonald: They tried to ship you away as 
fast as possible. Went I went in there, I got to 
see Jason, the immigration officer, the next 
day. And he told me, “Oh, you know we were 
looking for you!” And I said “Yeah, but I 
wasn’t running.” He said, “But you knew we 
picked up your babysitter, so you knew we 
was looking for you.” He told me I’m going 
home, and I begged him “Can't you give me 
time? Can't you give me a bond?” He said, 
"No! I'm not giving you no bond. You’re 
going home. Get your stuff and them ready, 
have them inside here. I'll have somebody 
drop it for you on the airport, but you're going 
home, you get no bond.” So then I start to 
plead to him. “I have my daughter here. Going 
to a different country would be so difficult for 
her.” He said “I don’t care, she’s Canadian 
bom, she can come back any time she wants.” 


Gude: Jason Hunter was your removals 
officer, and they are not the ones who are actu¬ 
ally making the final decision. They’re sup¬ 
posed to make recommendations to an 
adjudicator, who makes the final decision. 

McDonald: Before my review with the adju¬ 
dicator, they already had my flight booked... 
From the first time I saw him he said, “Ok, 
we’re going to arrange your flight for you, 
within Saturday or Sunday. And if you want to 
go with your daughter, you have to bring her 
in by noon on Friday, otherwise she won’t get 
to go.” 


Gude: Friday morning you had your hearing. 
What happened between [then] and that 
Sunday morning you were supposed to leave? ^ 

McDonald: I had Stephanie, and a lot of 
people from OCAP, and my family trying to 
help me from outside. So that gave me the 
confidence to keep the hope up, to think that 
maybe I’m not going to go home at all. 

And OCAP;’s lawyer got a stay of depor- 
taion in the federal courts.... And so I was 
relaxed, thinking I’m coming outside, that I’m 
going to get my bond and come out. 

Come Saturday night, I went to sleep, 
feeling relaxed. But in the morning they came 
and woke me up at 5:30... The guard, she told 
me I have to leave and I said “Where am I 
going?” And she said “You’ve to go.” 

When I reach downstairs, I talk to one of 
the guards. He said “You’re going home!” 

And I said, “No! I’m not supposed 
to go home! I won my case 
so why am I going 
home?” And 


then I asked him... “Can I 
go and make 2 phone calls 
before I leave?” 

I called Stef, and I 
called Irene, my friend 
who’s been trying very 
hard with me to get every¬ 
thing going. And the phone 
was ringing, but she didn’t 
answer, but I kept calling. 

And then I, finally she 
picked up and I start 
explaining to her, “Irene! 

Irene! I’m going home! 

They tell me, pack every¬ 
thing! I’m leaving!” 

And she started to 
cry.... And I said is there any¬ 
thing you could do? Didn’t 
you guys pull out the papers, 
sign the forms?” Now I was 
starting to panic. 

After I hang up and stop. 

They go and they get the 
safety deposit box, open it, 
give me all my stuff. They keep me there. And 
then as I was sitting waiting, Irene made the 
call to them to tell them. “I’m calling on 
behalf of Brenda Lynn McDonald, and she 
won her stay on her deportation. Why is it she 
have to leave?” And when they look it up on 
the computer, they see that my flight is can¬ 
celled. So when they see that they say, “Oh, 
you’ve got to go back upstairs, your flight is 
cancelled. Madam.” 

That shows you how screwed up, and 
how misled they are inside there! It feels like 
- that morning from 5:30 to 6 o’clock, my 
whole world just came crashing down. And 
it’s like they just ripped my heart away from 
me. 

I had to spend the next week inside there 
too...until that Friday, when I had the review. I 
said, “Why is my review the first thing in the 
morning? My lawyer told me it’s for 1 
o’clock!” And they said “You have to go down 
for your review.” [The adjudicator] doesn’t 
know what’s going on, and so we sit there. 
Then he said, “Ok, I’m going to go check on 
to see if [my lawyer] is anywhere in the 
building.” And when he came back he told me 
“Your lawyer’s not here, but if you still want 
to continue with your review... 

Gude: Without your lawyer... 

McDonald: Without my lawyer. And I said, 
“No, I’m not gonna do it. I’m gonna wait until 
my lawyer comes.” 


ARA organized a protest at the Celebrity Inn on December 10, the 
anniversary of the signing of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. On February 16 we came back with OCAP and the Heads 
Up! collective. Former detainees spoke out and a Filipina women’s 
singing group lifted our spirits. Prisoners saw us from the inside and 
put up signs in the windows, reading “Pregnant Women and Children 
Inside. Please Help!” 


Gude: What do you think about the fact that 
places like the Celebrity Inn exist? 

McDonald: I was happy to come out, but I was 
also pretty sad, because I know there are a lot 
of people inside there who don’t have the 
opportunity I have, because I have OCAP, and 
all my friends, and everyone who supporting 
me. But there are people inside there who 
don’t even have the money to even get a 
lawyer to help them fight their case. There are 
people who can’t even speak English, and who 
don’t know what the whole situation is. So all 
that makes me think about how life is so pre¬ 
cious, and how in an instant, how people could 
just take everything away from you. And for 
the people inside there - I’ve been there, I’ve 
seen what going on. So that’s why I feel so 
sorry for people inside there. 
































Canadian Patrimoine 
Heritage canadien 


right: On July 1, 1923 Canada passed the Exclusion Act to prevent Chinese 
immigrants from entering Canada. 

left: During World War II, the entire Japanese population on Canada’s West 
Coast was uprooted in the name of “national security”. Thousands of men, 
women and children were relocated and interned as “enemy aliens”, often in 
rural prison camps like Tashme (left) in British Columbia. 



“We understand more than ever what brings us together: common ideals about democracy and 
human rights; the desire to live in a plural society where diversity is valued and celebrated; and the 
knowledge that neither race , gender, age nor wealth can be used to deny anyone 
to take part in the life of our country. ” - prime minister Jean Chretien 



Under the Immigration Act, 
refugees and immigrants are 
being jailed across Canada just 
for being who they are - not 
because they have committed 
any crime. Sometimes they are 
held in prisons, and sometimes 
in detention centres like the 
Celebrity Budget Inn (above). 
People are sometimes held for 
months or even years. 


At the Celebrity Budget Inn, 
women and children are 
separated from men. Children 
are jailed without any access to 
school or other programs. 

Rooms are overcrowded and 
ventilation is terrible. There is 
no doctor on staff. One refugee 
from Nigeria died in custody in 
1995, from lack of medical care. 


Canada pretends to the world 
to be a humanitarian and 
compassionate country. But 
Canada has a long history of 
jailing immigrants and 
refugees, as well as the 
indigenous peoples of these 
lands. 

Expose this hypocrisy and resist 
racist scapegoating! 


no one is illegal 


anti-racist action 
www.web.net/-ara 
416 . 631.8835 






































Walk Against Racism 

continued from page 5 


after over two years of brutal incarceration 
there: $50,000 surety and $10,000 cash. By 
nightfall we have raised pledges from fellow 
walkers of over $1,000, and plan an appeal to 
the activist community of Toronto to raise the 
bail as a statement against the repression led 
by CSIS and the RCMP. 

...Back at the jail, the CBC interviews 
family members of Mahmoud Jaballah; his 
wife and five of their six children stand vigil 
with about 35 supporters, and explain how 
much they miss their father and want him 
home. The children talk about how much they 
cry when they miss playing with their father, 
who is a principal at a Toronto Islamic 
school... 

We form a circle, and people introduce 
themselves to members of the Jaballah family, 
and announce their Support... Their clip is 
shown the next day on the CBC National. The 
clip is quite positive, and is the subject of 
Peter Mansbridge's lead kicker with the rhetor¬ 
ical question, "Is Canada becoming more 
undemocratic?" Numerous people came out 
from hearing about the sleepout on the news 
or on the internet; one is a truck driver who 
wanted to drop by and express his support; 


two are high school students from Ajax who 
wanted to say no to racism. Three squad cars 
keep vigil most of the night, driving in and 
around the parking lot, to make sure we are, 
we suppose, protected and served.... 

JULY 24 

We receive word, after weeks of calling, dis¬ 
cussion and pressure with jail authorities, that 
Jaballah is being prepared for a move out of 
solitary confinement to the general population. 
He has not fared well after five months in soli¬ 
tary (who would?) and is quite weak. We hope 
our pressure, our overnight presence and the 
renewed media focus on Metro West have con¬ 
tributed to the decision. As we prepare to walk 
through Weston and Forest Hill, we meet 
numerous individuals who come up to us and 
ask for assistance. They are some of what 
must be a daily stream of families of Canada's 
disappeared: those individuals who are 
snatched from their residences when 
Immigration officers knock in the night, 
hustled off to the detention centre or the 
"Celebrity Inn" jail near the airport. One man 
says his brother, an architect, spent everything 
on coming to Canada, but his papers were not 
filled out correctly; he is now beginning his 


third week behind bars. An Iranian man says 
his brother disappeared and he tracked him 
down here as well. We provide our phone 
numbers and encourage them to call us if we 
can help.... 

We continue east on Eglinton, lots of 
folks interested in what we're doing and taking 
flyers. One man unloading a furniture truck 
stares from the distance at our signs, and as we 
approach, thanks us for walking. "You don't 
know how hard it is to be Muslim right now," 
he explains. "Thanks for doing this." The walk 
makes its way down Oakwood to St. Clair, 
then over to Bathurst. We meet one young 
woman who was fired last fall during 
Ramaddan because her employer refused to 
allow her to wear a scarf for that month. As a 
result, she was without a job for four months. 
But in Canada, we are told there is no 
racism....The walk ends at the office of MP 
Caroline Bennett; we explain what we're 
doing, and the constituency rep explains he 
has followed the walk on the internet and is 
eager to speak with us. We immediately make 
an appointment to meet with Bennett in 
August. 

JULY 25 



Mahmoud Jaballah.... At the end of our 
meeting [he says] he is going to fire off a 
letter to the 9 members of the board of CSIS 
and to the Solicitor General and Immigration 
minister demanding some answers in the cases 
of Jaballah and Mahjoub. 

The walk along the Danforth stops at the 
Medina mosque, then continues to Victoria 
Park. We meet one gentleman who talks about 
the fear in the community, the constant CSIS 
surveillance and infiltration of mosques, the 
concern that anyone who joins the walk might 
be tarred by the CSIS "security threat" brush. 
We hear about the proprietor of a copy shop in 
downtown who was much in the news during 
the post 9/11 rush to scoop stories about terror 
connections and copying of false passports. 
Turns out the guy got into trouble because his 
nephew was one of those unfortunate enough 
to be rounded up in the massive US sweeps. 
When he called the RCMP and FBI to say his 
nephew was innocent, the RCMP showed up 
to interview him. Hours later, his shop was 
raided, and the clothes of this man and his 
wife were seized as evidence. Harassment con¬ 
tinues. We wonder how many hundreds, 
perhaps thousands of similar instances have 
occurred in Canada... 

JULY 26 

...We are a dozen now, and walk down the four 
lanes of the blocked off University Ave. on the 
east side. We call out to World Youth delegates 
that all is not well in Canada, that the rosy 
picture they have been fed is clouded by 
poverty, racism, violence. Within a minute or 
so, motorcycle police catch up with us, 
demanding to know who we are, whether we 
are an "authorized" group. We continue 
walking to the Courthouse at Armoury and 
University, where we hold vigil for some 30 
minutes. During that time, we are approached 
by police who tell us not to leaflet on the side¬ 
walk, else we'll be charged. 

We meet with some World Youth dele¬ 
gates who have been harassed by Toronto 
police. One is a videographer from Chile who 
was patted down when police did not take 
kindly to his videotaping their motorcycles. 
They demand he show them the video he has 
shot, which he did; they demanded he give 
them the tape. He says his experience is not 
unique for some of the Latin American dele¬ 
gates. We talk about how the walk against 
racism occurs at a time when many World 
Youth Day delegates had visas rejected 
because of their country of origin-places like 
Sudan and Haiti. Interestingly, the World 
Youth Day committee refused to sign the city's 
non-discrimination policy. 

...As the rain pours down, we make our 
way to the walk's end, the Immigration and 
Refugee Board on Victoria Street. 

A number of us attempt to walk upstairs 
but are accosted by security, one of whom 
screams that we are trying to sneak flyers into 
the building (flyers which were clearly visible 
in our hands!). We meet with the regional 
director of the IRB, who is more than aware of 
the use of secret CSIS "evidence", but is not 
disturbed by them. His job, he explains, it 
simply to carry out the functions of the board, 
and even if there are mistakes made, the 
system as a whole works well, blah blah blah. 

It is eerily like the defence of following orders 
from another time of repression, and a fitting 
end to a walk calling on people in Canada to 
look to their consciences and speak out against 
the decimation of democracy. He says we 
should really talk to the ministers involved. 

We explain that it is his responsibility to 
follow his conscience, and that he must not go 
along with immoral and inhuman practices... 

Toronto Action for Social Change (TASC) 

(416) 651-5800 • tasc@web.ca 













































Haven’t you done enough? 


OPP harasses family of Dudley George 


Pierre George, Carolyn Zavitz and their son 
Lakota all came out to Kitchener’s “From 
Rights to Resistance” conference in May. 
Pierre George spoke about the ongoing cam¬ 
paign to hold the government accountable for 
the death of his brother, Dudley George, back 
in September 1995. 

They left Kitchener in the early evening 
and were pulled over soon after. Carolyn 
Zavitz describes the frightening events that 
followed, and how their whole family coura¬ 
geously stood up to this intimidation. 

“I was dozing in the passenger seat when I felt 
the car slow and pull to the side of the road... 

I looked in the side mirror to see the flashing 
lights of a cop car. The cop came up to the 
driver’s window, which Pierre had opened 
about an inch. He asked how Pierre was 
tonight, and Pierre replied that he had been 
fine until he saw him. 


The death of Dudley George 

Dudley George was among the 
Aazhoodena (Stoney Point) First Nation 
people who moved into Ipperwash 
Provincial Park at the end of the tourist 
season in 1995. There are community 
burial grounds there and the people were 
determined to protect them from further 
desecration. The OPP raided them after 
dark and a sniper, Acting Sergeant Ken 
Deane, shot Dudley George three times. 
Pierre and Carolyn George drove him to 
hospital. There was no ambulance service 
for Dudley — the ambulance was being 
used as the OPP command post. 


Pierre: "I don't like you people. This is where 
I'm coming from: you guys shot and killed my 
brother." (As he shows the cop his T-shirt, 
with the picture of Dudley on the front.) 

[The cop then asked for Pierre’s driver’s 
license, which he refused to provide.] 

Cop: "You're not on the reserve! This is a 
highway in the Province of Ontario and I am a 
law enforcement officer for the province of 
Ontario, you have to give me your license and 
proof of insurance!" 

Pierre: "No! Until you guys call for a full 
public inquiry into the circumstances sur¬ 
rounding the shooting of my brother, and start 
doing the right thing, I'm not going to give 
you anything!" 

The cop then threatened to arrest Pierre. 
He also suggested that Pierre had been 
drinking. 

Pierre: "No, I haven't! I don't drink, and I 
haven't done anything wrong, you have no 
reason to pull me over! I'm not giving you 
anything; you look like some kind of a Nazi 
cop! You have me in your files. If you want 
any information, get it from the plates!" 

The cop then went to stand at the back of 
the car and we could hear him on the radio. I 
could hear him say, "I think it's Pierre George, 
but I'm not sure." He came back to the car and 
[questioned Pierre again]. Pierre told him to 
get it from his files... [and that] he was calling 
his lawyer. 

Within seconds of this, a second cruiser 
came up from behind us and pulled around in 
front of the car, [its] headlights shining into 


our faces. [A cop] got out, and came up to the 
passenger window, telling me to roll the 
window down. I refused. He then moved up to 
the front passenger-side comer and looked in 
at Pierre. 

[He identified Pierre and again demanded 
to see his license and registration.] 

Cop #2: "We'll break your windshield!" 

Pierre: "Go ahead, do what you have to do!" 

Cop #1: "Do you really want to do this to your 
son?" 

Pierre: "I'm not doing anything to him, it's you 
who's threatening to break the window. You 
guys already held him under siege in Stoney 
Point!" 

He then went to his cruiser in front of us and 
appeared to get someone on the radio and then 
came back to the passenger side of the car. He 
again threatened to break the window and 
tapped the butt of his flashlight against the 
side window. One of them then said again that 
they'd break a window, "We'll come right in 
through the top" (the sunroof). I told Lakota to 
cover his head and eyes with his coat. Lakota 
started to cry. I climbed into the back seat to 
sit with him. He calmed down, and I covered 
his head and face with a sweatshirt he had 
been using as a headrest in case they did 
smash their way in to the car. During the last 
several minutes, Pierre was talking on the cell 
phone to his cousin Cap in London. 

I heard Cop #1 tell Cop #2 that Pierre 
was talking to his lawyer. Cop #2 asked to talk 
to the lawyer, Pierre handed the cell phone out 
through the sunroof. As soon as the cop found 


out that Cap wasn't a lawyer, he hung up on 
her and took the phone with him to his cruiser. 
I had a demo cell phone from work with me in 
my purse, so I called Cap on it, and we talked 
a bit more. 

[The first cop again demanded to see 
Pierre’s license, saying that it had been sus¬ 
pended. Pierre held it up against the glass for 
the cop to read.] 

Both cops were sitting in their respective 
cruisers. One of them came over their external 
speaker, and told Pierre that they were just 
writing up some tickets and then we would be 
on our way. Pierre received 3 tickets- one for 
failing to identify himself ($110), one for 
failing to show vehicle permit ($110), and one 
for failing to show insurance card ($70). 

I found the way [the police] tried to esca¬ 
late the situation by threatening to break the 
window to be extreme... We were not posing 
any threat; Pierre had been doing nothing 
wrong to be pulled over in the first place. In 
my opinion, the cops are just trying to provoke 
Pierre. They are hoping that he will... give 
them something to justify an extreme reaction. 
The last two times he has traveled somewhere 
to speak about Dudley, we have been stopped 
by the OPP for no reason - just plain simple 
harassment!” 

Carolyn Zavitz 


Justice for Dudley George 

Right now, Pierre and Carolyn George are 
advocating for an inquest into the death 
of their brother. Other family members 
have sued the province and the OPP for 
damages. Still other people have gone to 
the UN to protest the Canadian govern¬ 
ment’s lack of investigation into this 
political assassination. 

Kenneth Deane was fired from the 
OPP after being convicted of criminal 
negligence causing death. He will be 
appealing this decision in Toronto on 
* September 23 and 24. The 


at the Ontario Civilian Commission on 
Police Services at 25 Grosvenor Street, 
1st Floor. 


From Rights to Resistance 

Celebrating May Day In Kitchener-Waterloo 


Kitchener is a small working class city in 
southern Ontario, sitting right next to the 
college town of Waterloo. On May 4, the 
Kitchener-Waterloo Youth Collective hosted a 
conference and demonstration to celebrate 
May Day, the international workers holiday, 
and to build resistance to the “Urban 
Evolution” plan being promoted by Kitchener 
city authorities. The plan calls for: closing 
motels and boarding houses where poor people 
live: the outright demolition of more low- 
income housing; more police; and the “rede¬ 
velopment” of the area as a shopping and 
entertainment district. 

One organizer explained: 

“The aim of their ‘Urban Evolution’ is to 
socially cleanse the downtown core. What we 
are suggesting instead is an Urban Revolution. 
Downtown is for all and we want to take to 
the streets and fight back.” 

About 100 people from cities and towns 
across southern Ontario came for the afternoon 
conference, held at “The Spot”. An indepen¬ 
dent youth drop-in centre on Kitchener's main 
Street, “The Spot" is financed entirely by 
donations and staffed by youth themselves. 

Gathered together were older union 
activists affiliated with left groups, anti-racists, 
anarchists, street youth from the Spot, and 
even one young woman representing the riding 
assf ciation of the New Democratic Party. 


Groups presented their work against poverty 
and homelessness, against the war and the 
racist scapegoating of immigrants and 
refugees, for more freedom for youth, and in 
the anti-capitalist movement. The conference 
was called “From Rights to Resistance” and 
one important topic covered was the increased 
police powers under new legislation like Bill 
C-36. 

The most serious debate was sparked by 
one panelist from the Biko Institute in nearby 
Guelph. Bom in South Africa, Rosina Marks 
commented on the fact that most people at the 
gathering were white, European-descended 
people. She reminded them: 

“You know when people have a will and 
somebody benefits? As white people living in 
a white-dominated society, you benefit from 
capitalism, imperialism, from white domina¬ 
tion. If you have decided that anti-capitalism 
is about a politics, an identity, resistance, 
taking action - then you have to think very 
seriously about what white domination means, 
what white supremacy means, what racism 
means. 

“This is not just about affiliating yourself 
with people of colour organizations, and 
saying ‘I’m cool, I have enough people of 
colour friends. I belong to an anti-racism 
group.’ Resistance is about fighting, devel¬ 
oping an identity, learning your history recog¬ 


nizing that that history exists, no matter how 
ugly and distasteful and horrible it is. People 
were killed and murdered and they don't have 
to be anymore because you're here to make a 
difference.” 

In the evening the crowd moved outside 
to the City Hall square, where a sound system 
pumped hip-hop, drum ‘n bass and techno 
tracks into the spring air. A rep of the K-W 
Youth Collective denounced police harassment 
of poor youth. For example, a new City Hall 
policy will give security guards the authority 
“to give out tickets for things like swearing or 
wearing offensive t-shirts. We need to stop all 
those things.” 

A Che Guevara banner was hung across 
the Kitchener-Waterloo Symphony advertise¬ 
ment above the square. More and more youth 
joined the party, despite the widespread ner¬ 
vousness about police violence and intimida¬ 
tion. 

At 10pm, the crowd took the streets and 
began a snake march through downtown, stop¬ 
ping at different places to share stories. At the 
bus terminal, for instance, one organizer 
described an illegal search of two youth by 
security guards and observed: 

“If you're poor and you don't have any¬ 
where to go. and you want to be warm in the 
winter, you go to the bus terminal. Well, 
they've really been working to kick people out. 


Security guards have been bringing the cops 
in, the cops are kicking people out and making 
arrests.” 

“Whose bus terminal? Our bus terminal!” 

The march only ended after 11pm, when 
police grabbed two individuals and beat them 
to the ground. Security from a nearby club 
poured out and enthusiastically began acting 
as police reinforcements. Onlookers were 
appalled by the police violence. The crowd 
was forced to march back to City Hall, but 
determinedly stuck together for another hour 
before dispersing. 

The conference was dedicated to the 
memory of Aaron Love (“Lubby”), one of the 
founders of the Spot. According to one of his 
close friends, 

“The Spot probably wouldn't have been 
around without him, his actions and his moti¬ 
vation. He motivated people. He was 
extremely well-educated, self-taught, and he 
didn't accept any of the bullshit that’s thrown 
out at us. He had a great class analysis and he 
drove us all. He didn’t act as some sort of 
authority on anything, but he gave everyone 
strength - the strength in our hearts to fight for 
what we believe in. We’re all changed forever 
because of him.” 


















2 days of police violence 

back at the Tory convention 


During the Tory Leadership convention, 
that took place over two days (March 22, 23), 
the Ontario Common Front (OCF) and other 
groups including Anti-Racist Action (ARA) 
took part in two days of demonstrations 
against the right-wing agenda of the Tory 
Party. 

March 22 

Plans were to gather up at Moss Park, then 
have a snake march through the downtown 
core. The march would finally end up at an 
abandoned building, where a symbolic, one 
night occupation would take place to direct 
attention to the plight of the homeless. 
Activists gathered up at Moss Park for 
speeches while police on mountain bikes and 
horses around the park planned their actions. 
Some activists were harassed by cops on their 
way into the park. Issues that dominated the 
placards included cutbacks in social welfare, 
healthcare and education, as well as the deaths 
of Dudley George, Kimberly Rogers and the 
tragic events of Walkerton Ontario where 
seven people died of E-coli poisoning from the 
drinking water. 

Soon after the march began, demonstra¬ 
tors were immediately followed by police 
vehicles, bike cops and mounted police. The 
demonstration was met with mixed reactions 
from bystanders. Demonstrators led a very 
well disciplined march, and shouted out anti- 
Tory slogans, demanding social services, 
affordable housing, and a living wage. The 
group passed by the Convention Centre, which 
was surrounded by police barricades. Soon 
afterwards, the march ended up at Dundas and 
Bond St. at the Mission Press building where 
it was decided the squat would take place. The 
squat was opened, and around 60 enthusiastic 
demonstrators went inside to occupy the 
building overnight. 

The police responded to this, by assem¬ 
bling a large number of riot police, and 
trapped demonstrators on both sides of the 
street. The line of cops tried to take over the 
entrance to the squat, in order to prevent the 
squatters from leaving. Those in the front lines 
put up resistance against the police, before 
they were finally overwhelmed and pushed 
away violently, with some protesters getting 
clubbed in the head with batons. 

When the police had the entrance in their 
control, the police calmed down a bit. 


protesters) immediate release. The Toronto 
Emergency Task Force (ETF) squad moved in, 
and those that were arrested were taken away. 
The march went on, but activists were to stay 
on the sidewalk, or they’d be arrested. 

Throughout the march, the police pres¬ 
ence increased, so much so that the protesters 
were outnumbered. Toronto Police, as well as 
the OPP and police forces from as far away as 
Barrie were there to escort the march. The 
OPP was the largest police force that was 
present on the street. The long line of riot cops 
resembled and moved like army troops going 
to war. 

One lady was arrested when she informed 
an officer she wanted to leave the protest, she 
had not expected this buildup of police and it 
wasn’t her intention to be arrested. Somewhere 
along the march, when demonstrators tried to 
turn a comer, the police reacted by assaulting 
people with their horses. After this incident, 
they continued on the route that the police had 
planned out for them, seeing as how the 
activists were outnumbered many times. 

The march finally ended up in front of 
the convention centre at Simcoe Park, only to 
find out that the Ontario Federation of Labour 
(which was holding its own demo at the con¬ 
vention centre) had directed its members to 
leave the area because the activists were sup¬ 
posedly "violent". A few members of the OFL 
did hear about the police violence, and 
decided to join them in solidarity. The conven¬ 
tion centre was surrounded by riot police, as 


well as police barricades. 

People danced, and listened to more 
speeches for a couple more hours, before 
finally dispersing. At least 20 people were 
arrested on this day, and they were subjected 
to the same cruel treatment as the protesters 
the day before. 

The media coverage for this event was, 
disappointing to say the least, there was very 
little coverage. Most media outlets interviewe 
cops, and failed to mention any police vio¬ 
lence that took place. Overall the massive 
police presence, and police tactics at this ever 
is a growing trend in the governments cam¬ 
paign against activists, and there should be 
new tactics for future events to prevent the 
mass arrests that happened during these two 
days. 


Protesters stood on the street listening to the 
speeches from different people, about the 
housing crisis in Toronto, and the way the 
Tory Government has been treating poor 
people since it took power. Demands were 
made that the police pull back, and allow the 
squatters to stay, or at least be free. After an 
hour or so, the cold weather and fatigue had 
taken its toll on most of the demonstrators, 
and from there, they dispersed, leaving the 
squatters trapped inside. 

Soon after, at around 11:12 PM, chemical 
weapons and taser guns were used on the 
squatters, and they were all arrested and 
charged with things like mischief, break and 
enter, trespassing. The squatters were subject 
to illegal strip searches, and were kept in 
police vans for at least 9 hours or so. 


March 23 

On this day, plans were to gather at Allan 
Gardens, then have another snake march 
towards the convention centre, where the 
Tories would vote on their next leader. 
Activists converged at Allan Gardens, amidst 
heavy police presence, more so than the pre¬ 
vious day. The speeches went through more 
quickly on this day, in order to get the march 
underway quickly. By this time, there were 
rumors circulating that the police would not 
allow anyone to leave the park. The group of 
activists were surrounded by police on all 
sides. 

Demonstrators started marching towards 
the street, but on this day, the police wouldn’t 
allow anyone on the streets. They tackled and 
arrested activists without warning, attacked 
them with mountain bikes. Some were physi¬ 
cally beaten with batons and fists as they were 
arrested. After protesters surrounded the 
offending cops, they demanded their (arrested 


activist legal news 


Going to big demonstrations can be risky. In 
Toronto, over the past couple of years, close to 
200 people have been arrested at actions of the 
Ontario Coalition Against Poverty (OCAP) and 
the Ontario Common Front. Here’s a short 
rundown on where these cases are at. 

June 15,2000 

OCAP led a march of two thousand people to 
Queen’s Park to demand: the repeal of both the 
Tenant Protection Act (the tenant-landlord bill 
that abolished rent control) and the Safe Streets 
Act (a bill that allows police to further target 
and harass homeless people, panhandlers and 
squeegie kids), and the restoration of the 21.6 
percent cut to welfare payments brought in 
during the early days of Premier Mike Harris’s 
term of office. 

The march on Queen’s Park gave new 
meaning to OCAP’s slogan of "Fight to Win." 


Demonstrators refused to be intimidated, and as 
the situation quickly became a police riot, 
many fought back to defend themselves and 
other people from cops who attacked using 
their batons, pepper spray and even their horses 
as weapons. It took the police an hour just to 
clear the grounds of Queen’s Park, with 
extreme force. Running battles spilled out into 
nearby streets as demonstrators tried to dis¬ 
perse. 45 people were arrested and charged 
with a variety of offences. Most of cases have 
finally gone through the courts. Four have been 
acquitted; four have been convicted; some 
charges have been dropped; other have pled 
guilty to lesser counts, or have signed peace 
bonds. Sentences have ranged from conditional 
discharges ("You’re free, but don’t do it 
again!") to jail terms of several months. 

Still to come, beginning January 13 of 
next year, is a three-MONTH trial of OCAP 


organizers John Clarke, Gaetan Heroux and 
Stefan Pilipa. They are all charged with "par¬ 
ticipating in a riot" and Clarke is also charged 
with "counseling to assault police." These 
charges carry maximum sentences of two and 
five years in prison. 

October 16,2001 

39 people were picked up at the Ontario 
Common Front’s snake march through 
Toronto’s downtown core on October 16, 2001. 
20 were released without charge. So far, seven 
people have pled guilty, one negotiated a peace 
bond, and two had charges withdrawn. The 
remaining trials will go ahead in the fall and 
spring. 

Tory Convention, March 24/25 


2002 

All 54 people arrested at the squat had their 
charges dropped in June 2002! Other deals are 
in the works and there will be probably be onb 
a couple of actual criminal trials. 

It is crucial to support people who get 
busted at demonstrations. If dissent and resis¬ 
tance are allowed to be made criminal, then the 
attacks on poor people and vulnerable commu¬ 
nities in this province will be continue unhin¬ 
dered. Fundraising efforts to cover some of th< 
costs of providing legal defenses are ongoing, 
and donations can be made out and sent to: 

June 15 Defense 

517 College St., Suite 234 

Toronto, ON, M6G 4A2 






















Corruption runs deep 

Lawyer for Mumia Abu Jamal breaks down the evidence 


Those who have been reading On The Prowl 
over the past few years should recognize 
Mumia Abu-Jamal's story. But, if you're 
checking out our paper for the first time, we'll 
explain: Mumia Abu-Jamal is a black political 
prisoner on Pennsylvania's death row. 
Originally from the projects of Philadelphia, 
been involved in revolutionary movements 
since the 1960s as a journalist and activist. 

In the early 80s, he was a radio reporter who 
was moonlighting as a cab driver. December 9, 
1981 is when he entered a nightmare he has 
yet to escape from, 21 years later. That night 
he witnessed an altercation between a police 
officer and some men, including a friend of his 
brother's. Gunshots rang out. Police Officer 
Daniel Faulkner was killed, and Mumia Abu- 
Jamal was badly wounded. Within minutes, 
Mumia was arrested, beaten, and taken to the 
hospital. 

A few months later, he was sentenced to 
death for the murder of Daniel Faulkner in a 
trial was marked by lies, racism, and intimida¬ 
tion of witnesses. In short, the racists and 
gangsters that run Philly's courts and police 
precincts framed Mumia - to hide their own 
dirt, and to try and silence one of the black 
community's strongest voices. Over the past 
two years, an overwhelming amount of evi¬ 
dence has been revealed which makes 
Mumia's innocence even more obvious. Most 
notably, a man named Arnold Beverly has con¬ 
fessed to the killing of Daniel Faulkner and 
said that Mumia had nothing to do with it. 

In June, ARA Toronto helped organize an 
event featuring Eliot Grossman, one of 
Mumia's lawyers. Just before that, CKLN 88.1 
FM (Toronto's most progressive radio station) 
interviewed Grossman from his office in 
California. What follows is a shortened tran¬ 
script of that interview. Grossman breaks it all 
down - the history, the evidence, the political 
significance. Check it out and get involved. 

CKLN: There were three key elements of the 
prosecution's case at Mumia’s 1982 trial - 
eyewitness testimony, a bogus confession 
story, and ballistics evidence. What are the 
problems with that evidence? 

Grossman: With regards to the eyewitness tes¬ 
timony, there were only two alleged eyewit¬ 
nesses at the first trial who claim to have seen 
the shooting: Cynthia White, a prostitute who 
was vulnerable to the police because she had 
numerous arrests and several open cases at the 
time; and Robert Chobert, a white cab driver. 
At the trial, both said they saw Mumia Abu- 
Jamal shoot Police Officer Daniel Faulkner. 
But, there's really no reason to believe either 
of them. 

Every time the police talked to Cynthia 
White, her testimony changed to become even 
more damaging to Mumia's case. We have an 
affidavit from Yvette Williams, who was in jail 
with Cynthia White right after the shooting 
happened. Williams says Cynthia White told 
her she didn't actually see the shooting. She 
was in the area and got picked up. The police 
showed her a picture of Mumia, and told her 
she had to help convict him or they would 
consolidate all her cases and she'd go to jail 
for a long time. Now, Yvette Williams says 
White was very frightened while she was in 
prison - she was scared of being beaten or 
killed 6y the cops. She was also scared of 
being beaten or killed by her pimp, because he 
was angry about all the money he was losing 
while she was in custody. So she was really in 
a vulnerable position. On top of this, she told 
Williams she was high on drugs at the time of 
the shooting. 

One final complication with her testi¬ 
mony - Mumia's brother, Billy Cook, was 
present at the shooting and was tried sepa¬ 


rately a month earlier on misdemeanor 
charges. At his trial, White testified the inci¬ 
dent started when a police officer stopped a 
car being driven by Billy Cook, and the pas¬ 
senger got out of the car. In Mumia's trial, she 
lied and said there was no passenger. This is 
important, because a key part of the prosecu¬ 
tion's case was that apparently there were only 
three people on the scene - Officer Faulkner, 


Mumia Abu-Jamal and Billy Cook. According 
to the prosecutor, since Cook didn't do it, and 
Faulkner got shot, the only person who could 
have done it was Mumia. The fact that there 
was someone else present at the crime scene 
completely destroys that theory. See, the fact 
that their key witness lied about it at Mumia's 
trial would have been extremely important - 
had it been brought up. But Anthony Jackson, 
Mumia's court-appointed lawyer, didn't bring it 
up, because he wasn't trying to win the case. 

As for Robert Chobert - at the trial, he 
said he was parked behind the police car at the 
time, saw the whole thing, and allegedly saw 
Mumia shoot the police officer. We discov¬ 
ered, when we took over the case in 2001, that 
Robert Chobert had been interviewed by an 
investigator during Mumia's 1995 appeals. In 
the interview, he admitted that he hadn't seen 
the shooting - and that he wasn't even parked 
behind the police car, he was parked on a side 
street. The investigator, Mike Newman says he 
gave all this to Leonard Weinglass [Mumia's 
lead attorney from 1992 to 2001], but 
Weinglass never asked Chobert about it at the 
1995 PCRA [appeal] hearings. He told 
Newman it was "unnecessary." 

Now, you asked about the confession 
story. [At Mumia's 1982 trial, a "witness" 
claimed he heard Mumia say "I shot the moth¬ 
erfucker and I hope he dies" while laying criti¬ 
cally wounded at the hospital.] There is no 
evidence to support this claim. The two police 
officers who were with Mumia the whole time 
he was at the hospital said in their written 
reports that he was silent. Also, this so-called 
confession was never mentioned until two 
months after the killing! 

Further, if Mumia had actually said some¬ 
thing like that, the cops probably would have 
beaten him to death. They had already kicked 
him, punched him, rammed him head-first into 
a utility pole. A black suspect saying some¬ 
thing like that to white police officers, in a 
racially stratified city like Philadelphia - they 
probably would have killed him. 

CKLN: What about the so-called "ballistics 
evidence" used at Mumia’s1982 trial? 

Grossman: There was no real ballistics evi¬ 
dence to prove anything against Mumia. First, 
the bullet that was removed from Officer 
Faulkner's body, according to the report, can't 
be matched to Mumia's gun - or to any gun, 
for that matter. The bullet is supposedly so 
deformed that you can't carry out the neces¬ 
sary tests on it. But - the original photos of the 
evidence do not show a bullet that is so 
deformed it can't be tested. So the question is 
whether it's the same bullet. Also - two items, 
a bullet and a fragment, were put into the orig¬ 
inal evidence envelope. Now there's only one 
item. So someone obviously tampered with the 
evidence before the investigation even began. 

The ballistics evidence needs to be thor¬ 
oughly re-investigated. We've requested that 
from the courts, but we haven't been given the 
opportunity yet. 


CKLN: There's been a lot of evidence that 
we've heard about for the first time since your 
team took over Mumia's case last year. The 
Beverly confession is an example. Could you 
tell us about what this means , and your 
strategy for bringing it before the courts? 

Grossman: Arnold Beverly's confession is a 
piece of evidence which proves that Beverly, a 


professional killer, was hired with an accom¬ 
plice by the mafia and by corrupt officers in 
the Philadelphia Police Department to kill 
Daniel Faulkner. Beverly says he heard 
Faulkner was a problem for the payoff racket 
that the police ran in Philadelphia in the 1980s 
- a racket that resulted in three FBI investiga¬ 
tions and 30 cops being jailed (including a 
captain in charge of the area where Faulkner 
was killed). Basically, the cops would go to 
after-hours clubs, prostitutes and pimps, drug 
dealers and runners and demand a percentage 
of their illegal earnings. If they didn't pay up, 
they would be arrested, harassed, or driven out 
of business. Faulkner was creating a problem 
for them - he was interfering in their business. 
It was suspected that he was an FBI informer. 
So, Arnold Beverly and an accomplice were 
hired, shown a picture of Faulkner, and told to 
kill him. The accomplice - who was the pas¬ 
senger in Billy Cook's car - shot Faulkner 
first. He fell down on one knee, and Beverly 
finished him off with a shot at close range. 


The autopsy report on Faulkner said his knee 
was scraped. 

According to Beverly, another cop 
arriving on the scene shot Mumia. Initial 
police reports say the same thing. But none of 
this was revealed in public at the original trial 
- the testifying was done in private, in the 
judge's chambers. 

As for our strategy - this confession was 
originally reported in 1999, but Mumia's 
lawyers at the time refused to go forward with 
it. No attorney who wants to properly repre¬ 
sent their client would ever, under any circum¬ 
stances, fail to go forward with a confession. 

A confession that is corroborated by a lie 
detector test and a mountain of evidence. This 
is a case where a previous attorney betrayed 
Mumia by burying evidence that proves he's 
innocent. And it creates a big problem for us, 
as we try to get it into courts operating under 
[laws which greatly restrict the introduction of 
new evidence during the appeals process of a 
capital case]. 

CKLN: What about the new statements from 
Mumia himself, and his brother Billy Cook? 

Grossman: These are significant for a number 
of reasons. One thing used against Mumia's 
defense campaign for years has been that 
neither Billy Cook or Mumia ever came 
forward with their version of what happened 
on December 9, 1981. Well, we have written 
statements from both of them on exactly what 
happened that night. 

The story that was told by Leonard 
Weinglass was that Mumia's brother had dis¬ 
appeared and refused to testify. But in Billy's 
newest statement, he said he was expected to 
testify at the 1995 hearings but got crossed 


signals. He wanted to testify, and Rachel 
Wolkenstein [a former member of the 
Weinglass team who left when he refused to 
act on this evidence] wanted him to as well, 
but Weinglass didn't want him to. 

We found a May 1999 statement from 
Billy Cook, which says he and his friend 
Kenneth Freeman were driving in the area and 
were stopped by officer Faulkner. As Cook 
looked around for his driver's license and regis¬ 
tration, shots rang out. He looked up and 
Freeman had disappeared. Then, he saw Mumia 
coming on the scene, Mumia was shot, and 
went down. In Cook's statement, he also says 
that Freeman told him he was part of the plan. 

Billy Cook went to court a month before 
Mumia, separately, on misdemeanor charges. 
At his trial, Cynthia White said there was a 
passenger in his car during the shooting. This 
passenger was Freeman. Later, at Mumia’s 
trial, she lied and said there was no passenger. 

Also - Rachel Wolkenstein and Mike 
Newman, two investigators, have made state¬ 
ments saying Weinglass told them he had 
gotten death threats from Freeman's brother in 
1995. He was told that if he said anything 
incriminating about Freeman, he would be 
dead meat. 

As for Mumia - he refused to testify at 
his 1982 trial because it was such a farce. He 
had an incompetent lawyer forced upon him, 
and was denied his right to represent himself. 
He refused to legitimize all of this by taking 
the stand at a trial where he wasn't allowed to 
defend himself. 

At the 1995 appeal hearings, Leonard 
Weinglass advised him not to testify. That's the 
only reason he didn't. Now, we have Mumia's 
full account of what happened that night: he 
was moonlighting as a cab driver, in down¬ 
town Philly waiting for the clubs to close. 
Suddenly he heard gunfire. He got out of his 
cab, and saw his brother standing in the area 
of the shooting looking dazed. He ran towards 
his brother, got close, and saw a uniformed 
cop with his back to him. A gun went off, and 
Mumia went down. He was pummeled, 
beaten, and thrown into a paddy wagon. He 
overheard that they were to take him to the 


city jail. If they actually did, he surely would 
have died on the way there, in a way much 
like [South African revolutionary] Steven Biko 
did. But a directive came through saying that 
the police had to take him to the hospital 
instead. In his statement, he specifically says 
he never made the alleged "confession" at the 
hospital, and most importantly he says he 
never shot Faulkner. 

CKLN: Late last year, after all this new evi¬ 
dence was made public there were some big 
developments in Mumia's case. Can you 
describe what happened and what it means? 

Grossman: In December 2001, the Federal 
District Court threw out Mumia's death 
penalty on the basis of a bad jury instruction 
during the penalty phase at the original trial. 
[The sentence has been commuted to life 
behind bars, pending the prosecution’s appeal]. 
At the same time, we're appealing to throw out 
Mumia's conviction altogether. The evidence 
we have proves that Mumia is innocent - he 
didn't do it. Although we have won an impor¬ 
tant battle in the overall fight to free Mumia, 
he is still in jail - a victim of a frame-up and 
cover-up, designed to protect the people who 
hired Arnold Beverly. If we both lose our 
appeals, there will be a new hearing at which 
they could give him the death penalty again. 

As for what it means - Mumia's case is a 
microcosm of everything that is wrong with 
the criminal justice system in the US and other 
so-called democracies. And he's one of the 
most articulate, consistent spokespeople for 
the movement for progressive social change. 
There's disagreements among the ruling elite 
on whether they want an innocent man like 
this dead or alive. He needs to be free. 


“Every time the police talked to Cynthia 
White, her testimony changed to become 
even more damaging to Mumia's case.” 


“So, Arnold Beverley and an accomplice 
were hired, shown a picture of Faulkner, 
and told to kill him.” 















